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Sixth Sunday of Pentecost

July 24, 2011

Order of Worship


As We Gather

"God is love." "God so loved the world…." Most people have heard the message of the Church that the Gospel of God in Christ Jesus is about love. Yet many don't know that love because they think God will love you only if you are "lovable" enough! Today's Scripture readings describe God's love as "unconditional." God loves the world, and God loves us not because of anything in us but because of who God is. By showing His love on the cross for us, we discover who, why, and what we are by faith in Christ. Baptism joins us to the name of the Holy Trinity; through Word and Sacrament, we are claimed to be God's chosen and treasured people. What wondrous love this is that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dreadful curse for my soul!

Welcome

Opening Prayer

Opening Hymn
O Worship the King
458

 (congregation stands)

Invocation

Pastor:
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People:
Amen.

Pastor:
The Lord your God is God,

People:
the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love Him and keep His commandments

Pastor:
All things work together for good,

People:
for those who are called according to His purpose. Deuteronomy 7:9; Romans 8:28

Confession and Absolution

Pastor:
God's love is unconditional. We confess our sins not to become worthy of His love but because He promises to forgive.

People:
Of Your great love, have mercy on us.

Pastor:
We confess how our love has grown cold; that often we require others to earn our love.

People:
Of Your great love, O Lord, forgive us.

Pastor:
Let us lay all our sin and every failing before the Lord with sincere faith in His promised mercy and grace.

People:
In Your great love, O Lord, free us from our sin.

Pastor:
"If God is for us, who can be against us?" Romans 8:31
Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I announce the forgiveness of all our sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People:
Amen.

Collect

Pastor:
Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, that, receiving what You have promised, we may love what You have commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People:
Amen.

Sharing the Peace of the Lord

(congregation be seated)

Praise
Beautiful Savior
BOTB 21

Old Testament

Deuteronomy 7:6-9 (God has chosen you to be a people for His treasured possession.)

6 For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession. 

7 The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples.  8 But it was because the LORD loved you and kept the oath he swore to your forefathers that he brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt.  9 Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands.  

Epistle

Romans 8:28-39 (Nothing shall separate us from God's love.)

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.  29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 

31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?  32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?  33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies.  34 Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.  35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?  36 As it is written: 

“For your sake we face death all day long; 
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,  39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Children’s Message

Praise
Spirit of the Living God
BOTB 201

 (congregation stands)

Holy Gospel

Reader:
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter.

People:
Glory to You, O Lord.

Matthew 13:44-52 (The objects of God's love.)

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls.  46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. 

47 “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish.  48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away.  49 This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous  50 and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

51 “Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked. 

“Yes,” they replied. 

52 He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old.” 

Reader:
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People:
Praise to You, O Christ.

(congregation be seated)

Hymn
God Moves in a Mysterious Way
426

Message



(congregation stands)

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Pastor:
Let us pray. God of love, all praise and thanks to You for calling all people to receive Your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Cause the Gospel of Your grace to resound throughout the world that many may turn from the darkness of despair and disbelief to the light and joy of knowing You. Lord, in Your mercy,

People:
hear our prayer.

Pastor:
God of joy, grant Your peace to Your Church throughout the world. Deliver us from conflict and discord; renew our unity through the faithful proclamation of Your true and holy Word. Enable pastors to fervently preach Your Word and to perceptively guide Your people with patience and faithfulness. Lord, in Your mercy,

People:
hear our prayer.

Pastor:
God of kindness and goodness, guide the nations of the earth and their leaders to safeguard justice and liberty for all people. Frustrate the way of wicked men, cause wars to cease and strife to end that Your holy Word may be freely proclaimed in the midst of all people. Lord, in Your mercy,

People:
hear our prayer.

Pastor:
God of faithfulness and gentleness, hear the prayers of all who call upon You who are in trouble or distress, in sickness or sadness (especially __________). Grant to them healing, peace, and patience in trial and need. Lord, in Your mercy,

People:
hear our prayer.

Pastor:
God of faith, hope, and love, increase our spiritual health and faith as we receive the body and blood of Your Son. But above all else fill us with Your love. Lord, in Your mercy,

People:
hear our prayer.

Pastor:
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People:
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer


Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen

Benediction


Pastor:
The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you, the Lord lift up His countenance on you and give you peace.  

People:
Amen.

 (congregation be seated)

Announcements

Closing Hymn
   Thee Will I Love, My Strength, My Tower
375

Dismissal

Pastor:
As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. Joshua 24:15

People:
We also will serve the LORD, for he is our God. Joshua 24:18


Events

VBS - Aug 23 and 25

Offering – We don’t collect offering during the service.  Your giving is from blessings in your life.  It should never be considered as payment for services rendered.  We do have an offering basket available if you feel moved to support sharing the Word of God.  

Keep up to date on all activities by checking the website regularly.

If you would like to be on the prayer chain please email 
Carl Emberger at carl.emberger@livingwaterslc.us

Do you know of a need in our community?  

Feel free to call with questions and concerns 610-764-0057

